
207Chapter 8: Education

EXPLORING social problems
Educational Attainment in the United States

U.S. Data Map 8.1  �Percentage of adult population 25 years  
and older with a bachelor’s 
degree or more by state, 2013

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2013.
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Figure 8.3  2006 graduation rates by institution type
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Figure 8.2  2006 graduation rates by gender
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Figure 8.4  �2006 graduation rates by gender 
and institution type

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2013.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The 1990 Student Right-to-Know and Campus Security Act 
requires all schools to publish their graduate rates—the 
percentage of students that complete their program within 
150% of the normal time for completion, which is six 
years for students enrolled in four-year bachelor’s degree 
program. Students who transfer and complete their  
degree in another school are not counted as completers in 
these data.

Populations in the Northeast had the highest proportions with a 
bachelor’s degree or higher. The state with the highest proportion 
was Massachusetts (40.3%). West Virginia had the lowest 
proportion (18.9%). What is the proportion for your state?

Graduation rates vary by gender (Figure 8.2) and type of 
institution (Figure 8.3). Females have higher graduation rates than 
males in public and private nonprofit institutions (Figure 8.4).

Contact your institutional research office about your 
school’s graduation rates since 2000. How does your school 
compare with other schools in your state?
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